Bonds Unbroken: A Saluteto Beta Sigma

by Bernie Bacosa, U.P. Diliman Batch 1971-A

"Afriend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity." — Proverbs 17:17

These words are not confined to the pages of Scripture; they are a truth | have lived and witnessed.
During my recent photography exhibit, when the chalenges of preparation, uncertainty, and strain
weighed heavily, my fraternity brothers stood by me—some even with their families, whose presence
deepened the spirit of support. What they offered was more than encouragement; it was the living
expression of brotherhood.

No earthly reward could repay a Beta Sigman’s support in a time of deep need; it is not merely sealed,
but enshrined forever in tears of joy. These tears flow from my heart, and from the hearts of countless
brothers, each recalling atrue Betan' s hand extended in the moments that shaped us.

We may not share the same interests. We may not share the same blood. We may not walk the same path.
And yet, we are one. What binds us is not convenience or circumstance, but the enduring ideals of our
fraternity. These bonds do not weaken with time, nor do they break under pressure, for they are woven
from shared conviction and bound by avision larger than ourselves.

Kahlil Gibran once wrote, "Friendship is always a sweet responsibility, never an opportunity.” In
standing beside me, my brothers nobly embraced that responsibility. They did not come for gain, nor did
they measure their presence by advantage. They came because brotherhood demands loyalty—and
loyalty, freely given, is one of life's noblest gifts.

For this, | am deeply thankful—not only for the brothers who stood beside me in my own time of need,
but for the spirit of support that lives on in every Betan. Gratitude is the quiet strength of our fraternity; it
reminds us that every act of loyalty, every hand extended, every sacrifice offered, strengthens the bonds
we share.

Thisiswhat our fraternity represents: aworldview that holds brotherhood as more than camaraderie. It is
a covenant. It is the pledge that when one stumbles, another will lift him up; when one falters, another
will stand guard; and when one celebrates, all rejoice together. Brotherhood is not defined by
sameness—it is defined by solidarity.

To my fraternity, | raise this salute—for the bonds that remain unbroken, and for the ideals that have
carried us. For the steadfastness that turns friendship into fraternity, and fraternity into a lifelong
brotherhood.

May we continue to walk with one another in unity. May our loyalty remain unwavering, and our
gratitude ever rising. And may the torch we bear together—Iit by shared ideals and sustained by shared
sacrifice—shine brightly, not only for ourselves, but for all Betans who will follow after us.




