
Brod Teodulo Topacio — A Torch Bearer, A Shining Star

(Testimonial given by Brod Victor O. Ramos, DENR Secretary 1995-98, during the Testimonial Dinner given by the UP Beta Sigma Fraternity, February 16, 2015)


If we look at the long expanse of Brod Teodulo Topacio’s life, the picture that comes out is that of a torch bearer — the one who leads a parade and brings light and honour to his family, fraternity, university, country and humanity at large. That light warms us with his pursuit of goodness and excellence. In his sunset years that torch has become a constantly shining star to all of us whose lives he has touched.

 
Even before he joined the fraternity, he had played a key role in providing one of the many waves on which the fraternity rode and attained its glorious beginnings. To explain how this came about, let me quote from the article written by Brod Buddy Garbanzos for the Heritage Book:


“The year was 1949. Brod Teddy Padilla was running for president of the UP Junior Council. He and Manny Aliħo, both founders of the Fraternity went to the college to solicit votes.  Padilla was running against Agustin Kintanar, an Upsilonian.  Because Upsilon was over 30 years old as a fraternity, and Beta Sigma, a mere 3-year old fledgling, campus odds favored the Upsilon as a sure winner.

“Padilla and Aliħo met with Fausto Manalili and Teodulo ‘Teddy’ Topacio. The two scholars were appointed by the dean as representatives to the Junior Council on the basis of their scholastic performance.  Appointment by the college dean of qualified representatives was the policy for colleges with less than 50 students.  Manalili and Topacio were flattered to be sought by Padilla and Aliħo, both of whom were well-known campus personalities.  Padilla, who was a University Scholar, more so.  

“In addition to courting for their votes, the two Beta Sigmans invited Manalili and Topacio to join the Fraternity.  They agreed.  And, none too soon.  A few days later, the two were invited to join the Upsilon Sigma Phi.  Both declined since Upsilon was not the fraternity of scholars and they had already agreed to join Beta Sigma.  Initiation rites followed.  One week was devoted to screening, followed by the so-called Hell Week and the final rites.  Topacio and Manalili passed all these trials with flying colors and joined Batch ’49.

“Came election time for the Junior Council. They voted for Teddy Padilla who won handily.  This launched the Beta Sigma as an organization to be reckoned with in campus politics.  Padilla went on to win the presidency of the UP Student Council, again with the votes of Manalili and Topacio, as appointed college representatives.  This marked the end of Upsilon’s dominance in campus politics.”

As expected, Ted Topacio graduated cum laude in 1951. He was immediately hired to teach in the college. In 1953 he was asked to be the fraternity’s faculty adviser.  He was hesitant but he could not refuse the request of Prof. David Wico, considered the Founding Father of the Fraternity,  


The university immediately saw his potential for further scientific learning. He was sent abroad on scholarship at Cornell and Michigan State University for a master’s degree which he completed in 1956. In 1963, he earned his Ph. D. at Purdue University. On his return he was appointed Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine by UP President Carlos P. Romulo.


As professor and dean of his college, he was a model that his students looked up to. For this reason, the best and brightest students of the college aspired to join only one fraternity to the extreme exclusion of others. The roster of brods who distinguished themselves in their profession is long but to mention a few: Carling Taguinod, Giovanni Pasamba, Romeo Buencamino, Severino Recto, Mariano Alojipan, Arsenio Directo, Mariano Austria, Victor Parial, Oscar Dizon, Mario Parreno, Rodolfo Peneyra, Angel Mateo, Warmelo Ching, Gabriel “Billy” Gurango, Alfredo Aquino, Ed Cornelia, Jeje dela Santa, Alex King, Noli Nolasco, Jose Santiago Laraya, Prospero Fontanilla, Edgar Niones, Jose “Pepe” Agulto, Abe Agulto, Raoul Reyes, Rolendio Roderos, Adolfo Acorda, Arnold Frontuna, Pio de Guzman, Roberto Santos, Benjamin Alvarece, Ruben Ferrioles, Raoul Reyes, Winston M. Acevedo, Levy del Rosario, Laverne Munsayac, Cesar Antonio, Julian Mesina, Cesar Antonio, Jose Diaz.


On the eve of his 90th birthday last November, Dr. Teodulo Topacio was conferred a Lifetime Achievement Award by the World Veterinary Association (WVA) for his pre-eminent contributions to veterinary science and for his pioneering effort as among the founders of the Federation of Asian Veterinary Associations. This was done in Singapore in the presence of top scientists and government officials.


But the ultimate recognition of his legacy and enduring contribution to science and the nation came with Presidential Proclamation 1762 signed by President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo on April 30, 2009, proclaiming him a National Scientist. 


As we approach our mature years, we look for meaning in our lives. Human nature demands some assurance that the fleeting time we spent on earth was all worthwhile. To have meaning in our lives is the highest form of human experience. It comes to those who serve interests beyond their individual selves. It touches those who dared greatly for the future, rather than those who just wanted to enjoy the present. It is about giving instead of receiving. Like a a valiant victory after a long struggle, it provides the deepest sense of satisfaction especially in our sunset years.


Tonight we are fortunate to share a meaningful life of someone we can proudly call a BROTHER.


Thank you.###

