UP BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY-INTERNATIONAL, INC.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

September 6, 2010 (1:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.)

Hyatt Regency, Orange County

ATTENDANCE

ABENES, Gerry     
           
UP North 

ABRINA, George  
           
UP SoCal 

AGULTO, Dante

UPBSFAAI - Philippines 

ANCHETA, Orlino            
Hawaii 

ANTONIO, Roy                
UP SoCal 

AQUINO, Alfred              
UP North 

ARANETA, Ike                 
UP North 

ARCEO, Edsel                 
UP SoCal 

AZARRAGA, Jose Mari    
Toronto, Canada 

BACOSA, Bernie             
UP SoCal 

BALINGIT, Rolly              
UP SoCal 

BAUTISTA, Nonoy           
UP SoCal 

BEREDO, Bong               
UP North 

BITUIN, Norman             
UP SoCal 

BOADO, Manny              
UP SoCal 

CABATIT, Kim                 
UPBSFAAI - Philippines 

CAROLINO, Aman           
UP SoCal 

CAVESTANY, Ding
UP North

CORNELIA, Ed                 
UP SoCal 

CURAMENG, Bajour        
UPBSFAAI - Philippines 

DE VERA, Art                   
Toronto, Canada 

ECHIVERRI, Ferdinand    
UPBSFAAI - Philippines 

ENRICO, Mando              
UP SoCal 

EVANGELISTA, Jamsey  
UP SoCal 

FELIX, Cecil                      
UP North 

GALOSO, Dan                 
 UP SoCal 

GASPAY, Pogs                  
UP North 

IGNACIO, Babes              
UP North 

JAURIGUE, Boy                
UP SoCal 

LALAS, Joe                       
UP SoCal 

LAPUZ, Narcing (lft early; ill)   UP North 

MANANSALA, Bobby      
UPBSFAAI - Philippines 

MARTIN, Art                    
UP SoCal 

MICHELENA, Lem           
MidWest 

MONTANIEL, Kim  
Minnesota 

MORALEDA, Gabby        
UP North 

PAGADOR, Sonny            
UP SoCal 

PAREDES, Joel                 
UPBSFAAI - Philippines 

PASCUAL, Bobby             
UP North 

REYES, Rolly                   
UPBSFAAI - Philippines 

RIVERA, Ed                     
UP SoCal 

ROMERO, Ago               
 UP SoCal 

SAMSON, Gene            
 UP North 

SAN LUIS, Hermie           
UP SoCal 

SANTOS, Jimmy               
UP SoCal 

TABAMO, Hernan           
UP SoCal 

TAGUINOD, Carling        
UP SoCal 

VALENZUELA, Jun          
UP SoCal 

VELASCO, Ric                  
UP North 

VERGARA, Willie            
UP North 

VILLANUEVA, Elmor      
UP SoCal 

WICO, Boi                       
UP SoCal  

After the singing of the Betan Hymn led by Bobby Manansala, the President recounted how the UPBSFI, Inc. came into existence.

Here is his write-up:

“Alarmed by another possible extinction among our resident body (then only with 12 members in Diliman and only 7 in the mid-80s) some officers and elders of UP Northern California and UP Southern California Chapters met in Pismo Beach on January 27, 2001 to put up the foundations of the UP Beta Sigma USA. The Pismo Beach brods that were present during this meeting are as follows: Norman Bituin, Ed Cornelia, Carling Taguinod, Ago Romero, Jun Valenzuela, Art Martin, Ed Rivera, Ike Araneta, Ding Cavestany, Fred Aquino, Narcing Lapuz, Danny Galoso, Gabby Moraleda, and Tatang.

This was followed by the International Conference and Grand Reunion of San Francisco on May 26, 2001 attended by Founding Father Jesus R. Jayme aka Jesse James, then UPBSFAAI President Romulo Lumauig, Dean Topacio, Anggie Angliongto and several other luminaries and distinguished elders, together with 100 plus brods from different parts of the world. This historic event marked the formal establishment of the UP Beta Sigma USA. Right after that conference, UPBS-USA entered into informal partnerships with different brods and groups who believed in the same vision: To make the UP Beta Sigma the Fraternity of Choice. The partnerships included the OBBF, the tandem of Johnny Chiuten and Jopet Laraya, Noli Nolasco and his Black Secrets (first 2 years), and the then David Wico Chapter headed by Danny Lachica. The Big Brothers Bounty, or BBB, aimed at UPLB revival, upon invitation, also join the partnership and was given an automatic seat in the BOD like OBBF and JC-SOMA. Four years thereafter, upon the clamor of several brods outside of the USA, the name was changed to UP Beta Sigma Fraternity-International, Inc. (UPBSFI, Inc.).

The rest is history still in the making. At this point in time, the UBSFI and its partners have great company in the revitalized and reform-oriented UPBSFAAI, and this Mother Chapter is now leading a new Frat Renaissance with Rolly Reyes and Founder Rico Arranz at the forefront, and the active support of many Philippine-based brods… many of them are here with us tonight. We are now into a new era as we heard first from Rolly during his speech - 2010-2020: The Golden Age of UP Beta Sigma Fraternity. “ 

PART ONE: PRESIDENT’S REPORT AND ATTENDANT DISCUSSIONS/DECISIONS
 

1. Assistance to Resident Recruitment (in pursuit of the UPBSFI Vision: With the resident brods at the forefront, Beta Sigma shall be the Fraternity of Choice in all UP campuses.) 
    

a.   MAC Program – Has recently been expanded into a year-long program called 2010: The Year of the UP Beta Sigma Fraternity, with Rolly Reyes as Chair of the Convenor Group. The UPBSFI-approved resolution was used by the 2010 Convenor Group before President Emer Roman and the UP Administration officials. The events that followed were part of RGR’s dinner-dance speech.
   

 b.    The Ninong System – This system is proving to be effective in terms of assisting residents to generate funding support, counsel, or moral boosting. There may be a need to ratchet it up in some campuses. The result of the Ninong System has partly resulted in more recruitment especially in Diliman, the programs in UP Mindanao, the help extended to 10-10-10 and UP Los Banos, some assistance extended to UP Baguio, guidance extended to the UPV Reforestation Program, and the plans to revive our Manila campus.
   

 c.   Adopt-A-Project; Adopt-A-Campus – In a nutshell, all UP campuses are covered. Though not directly UPBSFI-projects, this concept is now working quite well. Examples are: (i) Kim Cabatit of UPBSFAAI is again sponsoring the Brotherhood of Scholars Program, and the two scholars are now in the process of getting their visas and passports; (ii) UPBSFI, Inc. approved the allocation of $500 to the program, with some individual members adding to the sponsorship of this program; (iii) UP NorCal and UP SoCal have adopted campus projects – the former adopting the UP Baguio Outdoor Activity Center and the latter leading the Tito de Santos Medical and Dental Project in Diliman; (iv) the mixed NorthWest USA Chapter continue with their sponsorship of scholars in Diliman.
 

2. Towards One, Unified UP Beta Sigma. With UPBSFAAI at the lead (or otherwise delegated to, or in coordination with, UPBSFI, Inc.), develop standard policies and procedures, rules and guidelines regarding important matters such as: 
a.    Initiation and doctrine – Lectures planned by BOD Raffy Hidalgo in Diliman and Los Banos
b.   Official Logo 
c.   Fraternity Pin – still looking for the original mold; latest news is that Santy’s daughter is residing in Baguio.
d.   Malmon Use and Design – A Resolution to honor Malmon Creator Banz Banez was presented. A lengthy discussion covered the following issues: (a) determination of original designs and comprehensiveness of the current collection, (b) the proliferation of new Malmon designs, some of which are used for commercial purposes, and other designs being signed by the imitators of these designs; (c) the responsiveness of the original Banz designs to the changing times now that Banz has passed – comments by Bernie Bacosa and Gabby Moraleda. The body approved the suggestion of Joe Lalas to declare a moratorium on making new Malmon designs. Dante Agulto said that the best time to reiterate this will be during the BetaPhil meeting in Cebu this coming October.
e.   Granting of Awards including specific awards such as Betan of the Year Award – no progress
f.    Granting Honorary Membership – no progress
g.   Frat songs – official notated versions – no progress
h.   Others, such as a common stand on the Fraternity’s non-involvement in politics outside of the UP campuses – an ongoing practice now. Contrary to a few comments related to the Tito de Santos Medical and Dental Mission, UP Beta Sigma was not used during the past elections.
 

3. Social Programs. The OBBF, one of UPBSFI’s staunchest partner in Mission, has done an excellent job helping thousands of people, including many brods, during the Typhoons Ondoy and Pepeng. Based on a report submitted by OBBF Chairman Raffy Hidalgo, there is a remaining amount of PhP83,000 out of contributions from various sources and is now part of OBBF funds. This amount, plus $145 currently in the UPBSFI, Inc. (USA) coffers, serves as stand-by calamity fund.
4. A New Policy on the Use of Membership Fees beginning 2010 Collections. A draft proposal was submitted by Brod Ollie Jumao-as. Discussions will resume very soon. 
 

5. Fund-Raising Activities intended to support UPBSFI’s operating expenses especially in support of the Ninong System and MAC. (See #2 above). This is also tied up with a new policy on the use of membership fees (See #5).  – This program was put on hold due to the current state of the global economy. Also, UPBSFI did not want to compete with other on-going fund-raising programs of various Beta Sigma groups.
 

6. Membership Campaign shall now focus on a Search and Re-commissioning Program. Twenty (20) new members have been added to our roll of members. Unlike in the past few years where we have actively sought as many brods to become members, focus of recruitment has been towards those who have no or little involvement in the Fraternity. On this account, the President said that being member in UPBSFI, Inc. gives an opportunity for a brod to feel the joy of being part of promoting our vision to make UP Beta Sigma the Fraternity of Choice.

 

7. Our Website. Webmaster Norman Bituin was given an ovation for his service and sacrifice in maintaining our homepage, making updates about twice a week for almost 3 years now. “Wala na sigurong makakagawa pa nang nagawa ni Norman”, the President remarked. 

8. Treasure Hunt for the following: 
a.      Original Malmon designs by Banz – A large collection of original Malmon designs (more than 50) are posted in our website under “Malmon Treasures”. Some brods said that Judge Rey was given original Malmons by Banz himself. Danny Pamilar also said in previous occasion that he was given some originals. A brod mentioned that Rene Villaruz (St Louis U) claims he has a collection of original designs. Concerned brods are encouraged to share what they have so these can be added to the collection. When completed, a coffee table book of original Malmon designs will be printed with Jopet Laraya putting up the ante and proceeds going to the Fraternity.
b.      Old photographs (participation may also come in the form of identifying the brods in the photographs) - On-going, but contributions are getting fewer..
c.       Mementos (frat ball invitations, posters, flyers, poetry, etc.) - On-going, but contributions are getting fewer. Baka meron pa raw si Ahas na tinatago
9. Publication of ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS. After two years of monthly non-stop publications, we planned to put some brakes and just do this on a quarterly basis starting 2010 (March, June, September and December).  – We’ve exceeded our target. The publications continue to be done on a monthly basis. The President mentioned many excellent contributions such as the forthcoming September 2010 article of BOD Vic Battad of BC, Canada on the topic of “Aquaponics”. 
10. Further improvements of F.R.A.T. meaning Financial Responsibility, Accountability and Trustworthiness/Transparency. – On going. Financial reports are submitted every 6 months starting 2010. Also, the BOD discussions of control systems on disbursements on the use of 2010 Funds and owards will resume as soon as possible.

At this point, the President summarized the report of Philippine Treasurer Raffy Hidalgo showing a fund balance in the amount of PhP40,374.00. He said that 100% of the monies collected from the Philippines by UPBSFI, Inc. are all spent for projects in the Philippines, subject to the usual deliberations of the UPBSFI Board of Directors.
11. Directory Updates (this time with photographs).  Ago Romero will update the Global Directory that will also include the UPBSFI Members in the Philippines. Our lead man in this project is Alberta, Canada-based Edwin Acuna, who has been very patient is encouraging everybody to please update our directory, which has proven to be a difficult task because of consistently low response. We need your participation, please.
12. Continue supporting our reforestation and environmental projects. – UPBSFI released $500 as second tranche to a $1,000 commitment to the UPV Reforestation Project. Additional funding was spent to set up a water system. Unfortunately, one-half of total project area was burned by grass fire due to El Nino. Details are in the website. Replanting was done in mid-August. Details and photos will be published at the website next week.
 

13. Continue supporting the Revival of Betan Traditions (School of Martial Arts, Dual Meet, etc.) – Released an amount of $500 in support of the RESIDENTS’ GOLF TOURNAMENT, proceeds of which are intended for the School of Martial Arts training venue.
 

14. Constitution and By-Laws – The President announced the re-appointment of Dr. Fred Aquino as Chair of the Election Committee, after some consultation with the appointee himself. Dr. Aquino was first requested to train the next Chair because he may want to run for the BOD the next time around, and that some brods (Bong Beredo and JR Regadio were mentioned) have objected to his Chairmanship citing that Fred should be be in the Board. But Fred said he is willing to sacrifice a seat in the BOD and would like to leave a legacy as the man responsible for honest, clean and orderly election. There was no objection from the body. Fred announced that BOD Election will be on July as mandated by the CBL, and that any amendments to the Election Rules will have to be done six months before then. The President also announced the following: (a) The CBL and the Election Rules are found in our website, and (b) that Fred is our “constitutionalist” and that anyone who has a substantive input that will merit possible amendment of the CBL shall be submitted to him. 
 

15. Study possibility of converting UPBSFI, Inc. into a 501C3 organization, to include tax-deductibility of donors outside of the US i.e. Canada, Australia, Philippines, Africa, etc. – On hold, awaiting the result of UP Southern California Chapter’s experience on this undertaking. The Franchise Tax Board has already approved the registration of UP Southern California Chapter under a new name, “UP Southern California Fraternity Foundation, Inc.”. The next hurdle is to get a 501C3 status from the federal government.
PART TWO: APPROVED RESOLUTIONS BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS (Aug 2009 – present)

The President qualified that the BOD-approved resolution shown below are just a small portion of what UPBSFI and its partners in Vision/Mission have done during the past 14 months. What are not visibly shown below are the many other things that have been done for a lot of people (including brods) that did not entail draw-downs from the UPBSFI, Inc. official funds.

RESOLUTION TO HELP ENSURE SUCCESS OF THE UPLB BETA SIGMA DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY A.K.A. 10-10-10 ($500.00)
SPONSORED by Ollie Jumao-as and UPLB Ninong Jojo Alejar
ADOPTED on August 4, 2010

RESOLUTION EXTENDING ASSISTANCE TO THE BETAN CLINIC IN U.P. MINDANAO ($300.00)
SPONSORED by: Gene Samson (with personal donation of $200); Anggie Angliongto and Sonny Pagador
ADOPTED on August 21, 2010

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE RELEASE OF $500.00 FOR THE RESIDENTS’ CUP II

SPONSORED by Raffy Hidalgo




ADOPTED on March 26, 2010 

RESOLUTION PROVIDING SEED MONEY FOR THE BROTHERHOOD OF SCHOLARS PROGRAM FOR YEAR 2010 ($500.00)
SPONSORED by Edsel Arceo




ADOPTED on March 6, 2010

BOARD RESOLUTION DECLARING 2010: YEAR OF U.P. BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY
ADOPTED on December 10, 2009
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE RELEASE OF THE SECOND TRANCHE FOR THE UPV CENTENNIAL FOREST ($500.00)
SPONSORED by Johnny Regadio




ADOPTED in October 2009

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE UPBSFI, INC. WORK PROGRAM FOR YEARS 2009-2011

ADOPTED in September 2009

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SET OF OFFICERS FOR THE YEARS 2009-2011

ADOPTED in August 2009

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE COMPOSITION OF UPBSFI COUNCIL OF ELDERS FOR THE YEARS 2009-2011

ADOPTED in August 2009

PART THREE: RESOLUTIONS APPROVED DURING THE GENERAL MEETING (September 6, 2010 in Hyatt Regency, Orange County)

RESOLUTION TO HONOR BERNARDO ‘BANZ’ BANEZ, MALMON CREATOR – See discussions and final decision in Part One: Section 8 (a). The full text of the Resolution is currently being done by Jose Lalas.

RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING ALL ENTITIES TO HELP MAXIMIZE USE OF RESOURCES FOR U.P. RESIDENT PROJECTS 

WHEREAS, in order to pursue our vision to make UP Beta Sigma as the Fraternity of Choice, it has become important for alumni brothers, whether acting individually or with their respective chapter or group affiliations, to support resident projects in campuses;

WHEREAS, given the fact that resources continue to be limited and scarce, the targets of solicitation and fund-raising very often are the same people, resulting in donor fatigue for many;

WHEREAS, there is a need for us to avoid duplication, determine feasibility and maximize our gains vis-à-vis our fraternity objectives as we extend assistance to our residents;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a practice of consultation, coordination and forging partnerships be encouraged in the design of projects intended to assist our resident body in any of our campuses as these related to making UP Beta Sigma the Fraternity of Choice.

SPONSORS: Rolly Reyes, Gerry Abenes, Danny Galoso, Edsel Arceo and Ike Araneta

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED ON THIS 6th DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2010 by the General Membership of UPBSFI, Inc.

RESOLUTION ENJOINING ALL RESIDENT AND ALUMNI BROTHERS 
TO COMPLY WITH THE PHILIPPINE ANTI-HAZING LAW

WHEREAS, REPUBLIC ACT No. 8049 (otherwise known as Anti-Hazing Law) was passed and signed into law by then President Fidel Ramos on June 7, 1995;

WHEREAS, such law continues to be in force up to the present time, including provisions that violators are not only subject to harsh penalty but likewise are not entitled to parole;

WHEREAS, UPBSFAAI, Inc. has passed a similar resolution after consultation of the lawyers of the fraternity;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it hereby RESOLVED that the Board of Directors, Officers and Members of UPBSFI, Inc. likewise enjoin all resident and alumni brothers to comply with the Philippine Anti-Hazing Law;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as it is hereby RESOLVED, that no financial, morale or logistical support of UPBSFI, Inc. as an institution shall be extended to any violator of such law. 

SPONSORS: Rolando G. Reyes (UPBSFI Elder) and Several UPBSFI, Inc. Members

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED ON THIS 6th DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2010 by the General Membership of UPBSFI, Inc.

REPORT ON THE CREATION OF AN ENDOWMENT TRUST FUND – MOTHER CHAPTER

BY BROD ROLLY REYES

Background: Brods Tony Panahon, Boyet Fernandez and I, initially met last month to create a fund raising mechanism for UP Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. This will involve the creation of an Endowment Trust Fund that will provide financial assistance to ALL fundraising activities of the fraternity. Its primary objective is to launch a yearly template of fund raising events (be it a golf tourney, bingo night, dinner-dance, concerts, fun-runs or marathons, car raffles, etc). Proceeds of said fund raising campaigns will be set aside for any worthwhile projects that will be submitted for consideration and approval by the endowment group. The fund raising events will target corporate sponsorship but much needed voluntary team support from all brothers will be likewise tapped and solicited.

Mechanics: a group INDEPENDENT from the UP Beta Sigma Alumni Association will create this trust fund. Each volunteer/contributor will be a trustee equivalent to a seat or the equivalent of 1 vote - PHP 50,000. (Translated into any currency exchange rate). It follows that a PHP 100,000 stake will automatically translate into 2 votes and so forth. This trust fund will provide much needed seed money to launch initial financial requirements of an approved fund raising project like venue deposit, down payment for food and beverage, printing of merchandising and other promotional materials, etc. after each project, the seed money will be returned to the trust fund and net proceeds will be set aside to finance submitted and approved programs. The group will receive and process meticulously all incoming project proposals according to priority, merit, relevance and substance. A detailed procedural guidelines and internal control system will be in place before the opening of such account. Any group, batch, or chapters may combine resources to buy one trustee seat or more. (We initially nominated brod Ross Fernando, Makati Chapter Treasurer to be the group's Treasurer.) The body will have a management committee of five (5) members duly elected by the trustees. We hope that this engagement will finally put to rest historical flaws that were committed and finally seal the donor-fatigue syndrome that many of us are experiencing right now. Furthermore, extreme transparency will definitely be a standard practice procedure, as detailed information will be supplied to all trust fund member trustees.

UPBSFAA (mother chapter) may submit project proposals but it will undergo the same process or procedurals for approval. The trust fund will be strictly non-profit of course, but any proceeds that will emanate from any banking instruments or exposure will be duly set aside as well to the project assistance fund. Further due-diligence will be exercised to streamline the philosophy. 

All chapters/members outside of Philippine waters may choose to consider and join this noble venture.

rolly reyes '66

PS: brod ross fernando reported that a previous endowment trust fund is still intact in the amount of more that $5,000 deposited in Landbank. This amount will be consolidated with this new effort.

This endeavor is fully supported by the UPBSFAA by this resolution:

BOARD RESOLUTION NO. ________

WE, the undersigned directors of the UP Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. with present office at Unit C J & S Building, 104 Kalayaan Avenue, Quezon City, Metro Manila, do hereby pass and approve the following resolution:

“WHEREAS, the UP Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. since its inception has been procuring through ways and means, funds that would sustain the operation of this association; 

WHEREAS, in order to have a more permanent mechanism to generate funds, it is hereby moved and resolved to form an Endowment Fund Foundation, independent of this association;

WHEREAS, this Endowment Fund shall be managed by a group of selected brods, trustees, namely: Vic Ramos, Orly Pena, Ed Abon, Boyet Fernandez, Nonoy Bautista, Rico Arranz, President Ruben Pascual and others;

WHEREAS, the idea is to raise 1 million pesos. Any fund used to raise cash will come from the Endowment Fund as seed money. The International will solicit half a million if the local sources will raise a target of 1 million pesos; 

BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, in support of such Endowment Fund, a committee is hereby formed to support this resolution, as a concept, a starting fund, the committee to be chaired by Brod Rolly Reyes with members, brods Rene de Rueda and Ying Palafox as well others that may be appointed later.”

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we hereunto set our hands this 29th day of July 2010 at Quezon City.

RUBEN J. PASCUAL

Minutes taken by: 

ENRIQUE “IKE” ARANETA

Assistant Secretary, UPBSFI
