U.P. Beta Sigma Fraternity-International, Inc.
1509 Peninsula Drive, Rocklin, CA 95765
 September 21, 2010
The Honorable Harry K. Thomas, Jr. 
Ambassador to the Philippines 
United States of America
Dear Sir:
I am honored to endorse the visa applications of Messrs. Esmerando R. Escoto and Allan Michael M. Ibanez to enter the United States for a short visit.  Messrs. Escoto and Ibanez are students of the University of the Philippines and recipients of travel grants in recognition of their outstanding scholastic achievements. Mr. Escoto is a Physics major who is vying for summa cum laude and Mr. Ibanez is a Statistics major who is vying magna cum laude.  Their travel grant is courtesy of the Brotherhood of Scholars Program of the U.P. Beta Sigma Fraternity, of which I am the President of the UP Beta Sigma Fraternity-International, Inc. (UPBSFI), the primary host of these two grantees during their stay in the United States.   
The visit of Messrs. Escoto and Ibanez is intended to expose them to American culture, values and way of life.  By so doing, it is expected that they will take home with them a deeper insight into the foundations and practices in the areas of education, government, and culture (e.g. spirit of volunteerism) that we Americans espouse and cultivate.
While in the US, Messrs. Escoto and Ibanez will be hosted by families of our fraternity brothers in southern California, northern California and Hawaii.  Their hosts will take care of their accommodations and everyday provision.  Their hosts will see to it that their itinerary is followed, and that every immigration rule and regulation is closely adhered to.  Most importantly, we will make sure that Messrs. Escoto and Ibanez shall depart the US as scheduled and required, in pursuit of immigration rules, and in time for the 2nd Semester registration at the University of the Philippines starting November 4, 2010. 
Please allow me to mention in closing that this is the second year that the Brotherhood of Scholars Program has sent travel grant recipients to the United States.  Last year’s recipients have incessantly shared how insightful, fulfilling and educational their experience have been.
Thank you very in anticipation of your favorable consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Wilfredo M. Vergara
President
UP Beta Sigma Fraternity-International, Inc.
www.upbsfi.org
ITINERARY OF AWARDEES - BROTHERHOOD OF SCHOLARS PROGRAM II (Esmerando R. Escoto and Allan Michael M. Ibanez)
	DATE

	ACTIVITY
	LEAD COORDINATOR

	 DAY 1 - October 16 (Evening)
	 

Arrival at L.A. International Airport
 
	Edsel Arceo
6531 Randi Avenue, Woodland Hills, CA  91303

	 DAY 2- October 17 
	 

Orientation and Fellowship meeting with U.P. Beta Sigma Alumni Southern California Chapter brothers
 
	 

Edsel Arceo

	 DAY 3 – October 18
	 

Visits to Getty Museum and L.A. County Museum of Art
 
	 

Bernie Bacosa

	 DAY 4 – October 19
	 

University of Southern California, University of California Los Angeles, California Institute of Technology, and Occidental College Campus Visits
 
	 

Bernie Bacosa

	DAY 5 – October 20
	 University of Redlands campus life immersion – involves social interaction with members of a fraternity/sorority; and attendance in academic (i.e. physics and statistics-related) and extra-curricular activities
	 

Dr. Jose Lalas

	DAY 6 – October 21
	 

Universal and NBC  Studios Production Technology Observation Tour 
 
	 

Bernie Bacosa

	 DAY 7 – October 22
	Attend Rotary Club meeting; Departure for Sacramento, California for the  U.P. Beta Sigma Alumni Northern California Chapter sponsored events of the scholarship program
	Dr. Jose Lalas 

Felix Bautista

	DAY 8 – October 23
	 Orientation and Fellowship meeting with U.P. Beta Sigma alumni brothers based in Sacramento and vicinity
	Willie Vergara
1509 Peninsula Dr
Rocklin, CA 95765

	
DAY 9 – October 24
	Tour of University of California – Davis; Sierra College in Rocklin, CA; visit the Old Town of Sacramento
	Willie Vergara

	DAY 10 – October 25
	Educational visits to government  institutions: Governor’s Office and the County organization;  observe volunteerism in America at Senior Nutrition Center; observe transparency and efficient service at Rocklin DMV Office
	Willie Vergara



	DAY 11 – October 26
	Orientation and Fellowship meeting with U.P. Beta Sigma Northern California Chapter brothers
	Dr. Gerry Abenes
3624 Park Ridge Dr 
Richmond, CA 94806

	DAY 12 – October 27
	Educational visits to University of California – Berkeley; Stanford University 
	Dr. Gerry Abenes

	DAY 13 – October 28
	Nature trips to Sonoma and Napa counties
	Gene Samson

	DAY 14 – October 29
	Day Tour of San Francisco and vicinity
	Gene Samson

	DAY 15 – October 30


	Tour of Google, Inc. office
	Ike Araneta


	DAY 16 – October 31
	Attend annual meeting of UP Beta Sigma of Northern California
	Ding Cavestany

	DAY 17 – November 1


	DEPARTURE from San Francisco International Airport to Honolulu, Hawaii;  Orientation and Fellowship meeting with U.P. Beta Sigma – Hawaii brothers
	Orlino Ancheta
42-291 old kalaniana ole rd
Kailua, Hawaii 96734

	DAY 18 – November 2
	Visit the University of Hawaii; tour of major landmarks in Hawaii
	Cesar Topacio

	DAY 19 – November 3
	DEPARTURE for the Philippines (Manila International Airport)
	Orlino Ancheta


 

